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2012 ElEction Brings nEw FacEs
The 2012 Elections produced another
dramatic turnover of Representatives and
Senators serving in the Minnesota Legislature.
Approximately half of the 201 legislators
(67 Senators and 134 Representatives) come
into the 2013 Session with two years or less
experience. In addition, with the change of
majority control in both the House and Senate
to the DFL, we will have an entirely new set
of Committee Chairs and legislative leaders
with whom to work.

and

nEw lEadErs

From a budget standpoint, the Department of
Agriculture budget represents a very small
portion of the overall state budget and will
not likely be the target for significant cuts in
the upcoming two year budget cycle (July 1,
2013 through June 30, 2015.) .

to thE

lEgislaturE

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency – John
Stine. Commissioner Stine agreed to meet
with the Minnesota Milk Board of Directors
at their January, 2013 meeting for an in-depth
discussion of the dairy industries concerns
with the state feedlot permitting process.
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First Bilingual Management Workshops Held

Scholarship Deadline: June 1
students attending a two-year program.

Each applicant’s family must be a current member of Minnesota Milk, and not an immediate
family member of any director or staff member. Selection is based on contributions to
and involvement in the dairy industry, along with leadership, career plans and academic
standing. Additional details on qualifications are available at the Minnesota Milk website.

Congratulations
Blue Diamond Dairy
of Melrose, MN

Scholarship funds are raised during the annual auction at the Minnesota Milk Dairy
Conference and Expo. Since 2006, more than $53,000 has been distributed through the
scholarship program.

Minnesota’s 2012
To apply, visit the News and Resources section of MnMilk.org, where an application
can be
Producers
of the Year
downloaded. Transcripts must also be provided.

Applications are due to the Minnesota Milk office Thursday, See
June 1.their

video at www.mnmilk.org/poy

Climbing the Silo
By Dave Buck, President

Minnesota Milk’s 2017
Board of Directors
Front: Bob Dombeck, Marianne Peterson,
Kristine Spadgenske, Shelly DePestel,
Dave Buck, Kindra Carlson;
Back: Roger Peters, Pat Lunemann,
Garrett Luthens, Craig Roerick,
Michael White, Jerry Jennissen, Rick Smith.
Not pictured: Cassie Czech and
Tom Sedgeman, who replaced
Jerry Jennissen on the board in January.
All Directors and their contact
information are published at MnMilk.org.
Please contact them anytime to learn
more about your association and how
we’re working to advance the success of
Minnesota dairy producers.

Minnesota Milk Producers Association
MnMilk.org
(877) 577-0741

.

Lucas Sjostrom

Executive Director
lucas@mnmilk.org

Shannon Seifert

Membership Director
shannon@mnmilk.org

Jenna Davis

Education Director
jenna@mnmilk.org

Alyssa Olson

Events & Projects Director
alyssa@mnmilk.org

Brittney Arnold

Program Assistant
brittney@mnmilk.org

In the early 70s, my dad built an 80-foot
tall stave silo. He did not have a safety
cage installed on the silo ladder. He had
no fear of heights -- I did not inherit
that gene from him. But the day came
when I had to climb that silo. I vaguely
remember some advice about the climb.
“It’s simple,” I was told. “Don’t look
down, just look ahead and look up.”
As I grabbed the rungs with trembling
hands, I just kept looking ahead and
eventually made it to the top.
It was simple.
But it was not easy.
Today we have a situation in the upper
Midwest dairy industry that was not
fathomable when that silo was built,
or even five years ago. It’s simple: At
times, we have more milk than we
have plant capacity. We at Minnesota
Milk have been, and continue to, work
with our state and national lawmakers,
farm organizations, processors and the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture to
try and find solutions to this problem.
We certainly appreciate the help we
have gotten on this issue and look
forward to working with them in the
future. Clearly, it won’t be easy.
The way in which my dad’s old silo was
filled changed greatly over the years.
Originally we had our own equipment
and spent at least a week of long days
to fill it. Eventually a custom harvester
looked like a better option. They would
harvest the fields we wanted done in
the order we wanted, with length of cut
and processing details we demanded,
and they would finish in much shorter
time. They could even offer some
insight on what varieties worked best
on other farms.
Similarly, the way we staff our
organization has changed over the last
five years. Instead of hiring our own
staff, we now contract with Midwest
Dairy to provide for our needs. Just
as the farmer and custom operator
are two separate but complementary
operations, so are Minnesota Milk and
Midwest Dairy. We work closely with
them to let them know what we want

done, when we want it and any other
details. With their vast array of contacts
and experience in the dairy industry,
Midwest Dairy can offer insight on
what can work best for us in different
situations.
I am very excited to be working with
our relatively new staff. Lucas Sjostrom,
our executive director; Shannon Seifert,
our membership director; Jenna Davis,
our education director; and Alyssa
Olson, events and projects director, are
all young, talented and enthusiastic.
We’ve also just added a new program
assistant, Brittney Arnold. Get to know
them and I think you will agree! Of
course, others on the Midwest Dairy
staff contribute (and carefully track)
time to Minnesota Milk.
The old stave silo and free stall barn at
my home place are gone as of last year.
My brother built a new barn with robotic
milkers and bunker silos. Change does
seem to be constant. I think anticipation
of change creates much more anxiety
than the reality of change. I am sure the
first farmers to buy milk machines were
a little leery of them, but would never
go back to milking by hand.
Despite the change surrounding us, we
can be grounded by the knowledge that
some things don’t change. Water still
runs downhill, the sun still comes up
in the east and Minnesota Milk remains
committed to advance the success of
Minnesota’s dairy farmers.
As we plan for
the future, I think
back to that
advice from many
years ago.
Look ahead and
look up.
Pretty good advice
no matter what
you are trying to
accomplish.

Dave Buck
President

A New Team, with New Opportunity
By Lucas Sjostrom, Executive Director
As I write this, Minnesota Milk is in a
time of continual change. It seems like
virtually everything is new in some way
or another. We have a new president,
new staff and even a new location for our
annual Minnesota Milk Dairy Expo. But we
also have a president who remains on the
board, two longtime staff members (Bob
Lefebvre and Eir GarciaSilva) just a phone
call away, and an extremely dedicated
board continuing its service and guidance.
Just like the people before us, our aim is
to make Minnesota Milk better tomorrow
than it was yesterday. I am extremely
proud and confident in the work we
do for dairy farmers at Minnesota Milk
and Midwest Dairy. This now 4-yearold relationship between the two
organizations is reaching its intended
returns. Financially, it makes sense for
both sides, and every penny stays with the
organization from which it was procured.
We have a better team of technology
and accounting specialists than either
organization could acquire on its own.

Most importantly, we have a staff and two
dairy farmer boards of directors who are
not duplicating services as was the case
in the past. We will make mistakes, things
will break and need fixing, and some good
traditions may be lost over time. But I am
extremely thankful for the opportunity and
for the teammates we have (read our bios
on page 7).
Looking ahead, we intend to tell our
members and prospective members more
about what their penny per hundredweight
investment has done and is doing, and
provide a greater return on investment with
more member benefits. Our Expo intends to
travel, as you can read below.
Finally, we want to offer more throughout
the year. But our board has been clear that
we should do a few things very well, rather
than many things in mediocre fashion.
You’ll catch a glimpse of some of these
changes in the pages of the Insider, but
much more will be revealed as our 40th
year of existence rolls on. Happy birthday,
Minnesota Milk!

Minnesota Milk Conference and Expo
Moving to Red Wing
With a recent vote by Minnesota Milk’s
board of directors, the 2017 Minnesota Milk
Conference and Expo has been scheduled
at Treasure Island Resort and Casino,
Welch, Minnesota, Nov. 28-30, 2017. The
popular hotel is currently doubling the
number of rooms and provides a venue
of similar size to previous Minnesota Milk
Expos, but will offer a slightly different
format.
Many people come for our trade show,
but the highlight of the Minnesota Milk
Conference and Expo has always been
its producer education opportunities.
The trade show will continue, but with
more interaction for dairy farmers and
more opportunities for vendors to mix
with producers, along with entertainment
options to rival or exceed past Expo
highlights.

The new format will open the door to
moving the trade show on a regular basis,
to reach farmers and businesses in all
parts of Minnesota.
While heading further south will increase
the distance to our Expo for some, we
expect to begin a rotation that will best
serve all dairy producers and help us
expand our educational events which take
place throughout the year across the state.
The Minnesota Milk Annual Meeting will
take place on the first day of the Expo,
Tuesday, November 28.

Lucas Sjostrom
Executive Director

Dairy Connections:
Minnesota Milk’s
Mentorship Program
Sign Up Now
Minnesota Milk’s Dairy
Connections program pairs
an aspiring dairy producer
with a current dairy producer
mentor. Participants spend at
least one day job-shadowing
their mentor and provide a
one-page summary, for which
they receive a complimentary
meal package to our
Expo and Conference.
Complete the
application now at
MnMilk.org/
Education.

Farm Plastics Recycling Program
Gains Momentum
Minnesota Milk’s work to help make dumpsters available for
recycling agricultural plastics is continuing to have impact as
the program grows. The most recent numbers show farmers
in 11 counties are participating, and 700 dumpsters have been
delivered.
Revolution Plastics began its first dumpster dispersal in
Minnesota in December, and expanded beyond its original
Winona County footprint this year. A variety of partners
including the Recycling Association of Minnesota, county
governments, solid waste agencies, the Minnesota Departments
of Agriculture and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency are
involved with the effort.

Dumpsters wait for pickup at the latest
distribution point.

The latest report from Revolution Plastics indicates its
collection trucks are running routes daily, and they also
continue to distribute dumpsters in their current counties. The
organization is also serving Wisconsin, and plans to continue
saturating its current counties in Minnesota before expanding
further.
For those who have signed up for dumpsters, the company
reports they are continuing to work toward delivery dates.
Other farmers interested should sign up immediately, since
Revolution expects to end their current distribution window by
the end of summer. Sign up can be taken at 1-844-490-7873 or
at RevolutionPlastics.com.
It was the relationship with Minnesota Milk and the Recycling
Association of Minnesota that brought about this joint effort
to bring ag plastics recycling to the state’s livestock farms. We
encourage all dairies that haven’t signed up yet to hurry and
get on the list, as we expect that as more routes are added
and distribution becomes available we will have more counties
being served. To read more about the project, visit https://
recycleminnesota.org/work/agricultural-plasticboat-wraprecycling/.

Loading a dumpster for the ride to a
dairy in Minnesota.

Summer Intern Selected
Kayla Leiding, a University of Minnesota sophomore from Fountain, Minnesota, has been selected
Minnesota Milk’s summer intern. Kayla will work with the Minnesota Milk team throughout the
season, learning about and adding to our efforts in policy, education and membership. She’ll
also be seen working with Midwest Dairy at the State Fair, and with Minnesota Milk as we show
legislators the dairy industry’s activities there.
In addition to being active on her home dairy, Shir-Man Holsteins, Kayla has experience in 4-H,
FFA and Junior Holstein, and was a 2016 Princess Kay of the Milky Way finalist. On campus, she is
an agricultural communication and marketing major with a minor in animal science, and belongs
to Gopher Dairy Club and Beta of Clovia. She recently co-chaired Ag Awareness Day for the Ag
Education Club.

Kayla Leiding
Minnesota Milk’s
Summer Intern

Action Constant at the Capitol
As we faced the 2017 legislative session,
Minnesota Milk came off a victorious
2016, ensuring manure pipes could
remain legally in ditches, securing
dairy positions through the Agricultural
Research, Education, Extension and
Technology Transfer (AgREETT) program,
and maintaining Livestock Investment
Grants and the Minnesota Dairy
Initiatives program.
Last fall, Minnesota Milk began receiving
calls from milk truck drivers and
companies about being pulled over
and ticketed at record rates, in spite
of driving in the same way they had
decades before. Luckily, Representative
Steve Drazkowski (R-Mazeppa) quickly
convened a meeting with milk haulers,
state patrol, the Minnesota Department
of Transportation (MNDOT), the Food
and Drug Administration, and Minnesota
Milk to talk about the issue. Little did
we know this would become our staple
initiative in 2017.
After hearing some positive cues from
MNDOT in the first two meetings, it
became clear in November changes were
not going to come easy.
The first initiative was compliance
with the new Federal FAST Act’s new
nondivisible stipulation for milk trucks.
This allows tanker trucks with a MNDOT
permit to run more than 80,000 pounds
on interstate highways for the first time
in decades. So far that guideline looks to
be adopted by MNDOT in 2017.
But for smaller (straight) milk trucks,
Minnesota Milk learned how the “bridge
law,” to keep trucks safe by not having
too much weight between their front
and back tires, hampers milk trucks
which might otherwise be legal on a
per-axle basis. The “bridge law” is wellintentioned, but not necessary if a truck’s
weight is spread out legally among axles
and is not passing over the poorest
bridges.
As of this writing, it is hoped the Senate
helps small farms and milk trucks
by adopting this proposal, as well as
initiating a study to look at milk truck
routes and deficient bridges. Both
provisions are in the House bill.

Also of high interest was the situation
in which a number of Minnesota dairy
farm families were given 30 days to find
a new milk market after Grassland, their
Wisconsin processor, notified them their
milk would no longer be picked up.
While the crisis stems from Grassland
losing a customer in Canada partially
due to Canada changing its ultra-filtered
milk price, ultimately the problem is
processing capacity. Minnesota Milk
is extremely thankful Senator Torrey
Westrom (R-Elbow Lake) has included up
to two $750,000 grants for processors to
expand meat or milk plants in the state.
The House, at this writing, does not have
that portion in its bill.
Finally, while things are still up in the
air at the Capitol, Minnesota Milk has
pushed to either maintain or grow
Livestock Investment Grants and the
Minnesota Dairy Initiatives program. The
organization also worked closely with
the Department of Agriculture to update
all the state’s milk rules. Depending
on interpretation, the old law made it
illegal to ship milk within five days of
calving, and made it illegal to feed cows
“garbage,” which is alarming when great
by-products like bakery waste, brewers
grains or candy remains all might have fit
into that category.
With this being the first year of the
biennium, much of what happens this
year will set the tone for the same
group to come back and meet in 2018.
Minnesota Milk will use the offseason to
educate about environmental regulations
that hold farmers back while not helping
the environment. The organization is
also gearing up for the University of
Minnesota Dairy Facility, which you will
hear more about in the latter half of the
year. Without a new facility on campus,
there will no longer be a dairy program
at the University. That’s why Minnesota
Milk feels strongly about supporting the
facelift as a campus cornerstone.
If you have ideas on our resolutions
or see needed changes to rules and
regulations at any time, please reach out
to Lucas Sjostrom, at lucas@mnmilk.org
or 320-249-8701.

Lobbyist Daryn McBeth,
Gray, Plant, Mooty

Networking Opportunity Provided at Central Plains Dairy Expo
Minnesota Milk continued its presence at Central Plains Dairy Expo in 2017, where staff members met with
many associate and producer members, discussing the issues facing dairy farmers and what that means
for Minnesota Milk. The event allowed the organization to make connections with members and potential
members as well as network with others across the dairy industry.
For the second year, Minnesota Milk co-sponsored a hospitality suite with three neighboring state trade
organizations: Iowa State Dairy Association, South Dakota Dairy Producers and Nebraska State Dairy
Association. On the Wednesday evening of the Expo, dairy farmers were invited to meet their counterparts
from Minnesota and neighboring states, mingle with associate members and connect with each other. It was especially great
to see the leadership from each of the four dairy organizations make connections and discuss how to work together. As is
always the case when dairy farmers gather, conversation was lively and many topics were covered.
More than 4,000 people attend Central Plains Dairy Expo and participants include many Minnesota dairy producers and
industry representatives.

Provides Fun, History, Education
Twenty-five Minnesota members and friends joined Minnesota
Milk for an action-packed tour to Texas in February, joining staff
member Shannon Seifert for all the highlights of the Dallas/Fort
Worth area as well as a local dairy and a university.
The Texas Dairy Tour is the latest in a series of opportunities
Minnesota Milk has offered to encourage dairy farmers and
enthusiasts to take some time away from the farm. In 2018,
Michigan is our destination.
In Texas, the group visited the George Bush Presidential
Library, the Dallas Arboretum, AT&T Stadium (home to the
Dallas Cowboys) and the museum marking the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy.
Keeping everyone active, participants took golf lessons at TopGolf in Dallas and learned how to Texas two-step at a real honkytonk! One full day was also spent at the Fort Worth Stockyards
enjoying an educational/historical tour and a real cattle drive,
accompanied by great seats for the American Rodeo Semi-finals.

Following an amazing tour of AT&T
Stadium, the dairy enthusiasts stop
for a quick picture.

The last full day in Texas included a trip to visit Kuiper Family
Dairy Farm, operated by Karin and Clemens Kuiper and their
three children. The dairy is home to 1,600 cows and is growing
to 2,400 cows. These Dutch immigrants shared their perspective
of their home country, and the challenges and rewards
of moving to Texas and dairying there. Tour participants
appreciated the family’s hospitality as well as their candid
conversation about their business.
From there it was on to Tarleton State University Southwest
Regional Dairy Research Center that caught the group’s
attention. In addition to touring the facilities, participants
had the unique opportunity to experience a presentation and
conversation with Darren Turley, executive director of the Texas
Association of Dairymen. The trip finished with a winery tour
and learning a little bit about pecan farming.
Those who experienced the Texas Dairy Tour would readily
agree it was an amazing trip. We look forward to many of you
joining us in Michigan next year.

Clemens Kuiper talks to the group
about the technology used in his new
free stall barn in Hico, Texas.

A tour guide showcases the
history and grandeur of the
Fort Worth Stockyards.

Board Member Profile: Tom Sedgeman
Tom Sedgeman is Minnesota Milk’s newest board member, appointed early in 2017 to fill the seat
vacated by Jerry Jennissen. He and his wife, Joyce, and six employees milk 350 cows near Sauk
Centre in Stearns County.

About our farm:
We own 350 acres and rent 150 more for corn silage and alfalfa. We’ve raised three children: a
daughter who is a math teacher with five children, whose husband crop farms near Graceville; a
son who passed away in 2016 from a lifelong illness; and a son and his wife, both of whom will
attain their Ph.D.s in biochemistry from Vanderbilt University in Nashville. Both of our children’s
families have some investment in the dairy cows.

What’s great about Minnesota Milk?
I am excited to see Minnesota Milk continue to utilize programs that encourage and support the
next generation of dairy farmers and industry representatives. Our industry will only go as far as
the next generation takes us.

How do you benefit from Minnesota Milk?
For those of us who are more established, Minnesota Milk provides a central source of
information for legislative leaders, media and the public at the state and national level. When
issues come up, our organization has the staff to quickly and efficiently represent our position
as independent dairy producers. Minnesota Milk’s role is to represent us with a policy position
supportive of all sizes and types of dairy producers. We are all in this dairy industry together.

Tom Sedgeman

Minnesota Milk’s newest
board member

How will Minnesota Milk build the future for dairy?
Family farms will continue to grow whether in a pasture/organic model or conventional model. As dairy producers, we need
Minnesota Milk to support and lobby for common sense environmental regulation at township, county and state levels.
Technology will advance more rapidly to allow family farms to remain successful. Minnesota Milk will continue to provide
educational programs and tours to advance this technology.
As in the past, we will push the legislature to financially support young producers to enter the industry and to expand the use
of technology to enhance farm profitability and quality of family life. As a new board member, I have been impressed at the
quality, dedication and excitement of our staff. Your board reviews programs and services with the sole goal of representing all
our fellow dairy producers.

In Memoriam: Delbert Mandelko
Minnesota Milk Producers Association mourns the passing of its former president, Delbert
Mandelko of Preston. Del served as a director on the Minnesota Milk board in the late 90s and
was elected president for several years. He worked diligently on the organization’s behalf at the
legislature, with state government and in the dairy community.
Delbert farmed with his father, expanding the farm business and eventually continuing with
his son and grandsons until his death Feb. 1 from pancreatic cancer. He was a one-time vice
chairman of Foremost Farms USA, a director on the National Milk Producers Federation board, a
township board member for 40 years, and a lifetime American Legion member. Delbert was the
Southern Minnesota Ag Ambassador of the Year in 2003.
His wife, Donna, their son, Steve, and his family, and their daughters, Joan and Jean, and
their families are saddened by his loss, along with those of us who worked with him through
Minnesota Milk.

Delbert Mandelko

Former Minnesota Milk
Board President

Associate Members
Diamond
landolakesinc.com

agstar.com

Platinum

Arnold’s of Kimball, Inc.			

arnoldsinc.com

Bongards Creameries			

bongards.com

Elanco Animal Health			

elancodairy.com

Midwest Dairy Association			

midwestdairy.com

Midwest Machinery Company		 midwestmachineryco.com
Minnesota Corn Growers Association

mncorn.org

Gold

Alltech					alltech.com
AMPI					ampi.com
Dairyland Supply, Inc.			

dairylandsupplyinc.com

First District Association			

firstdistrict.com

Forage Genetics International		 foragegenetics.com
Minnesota Select Sires			

selectsires.com/

Modern Farm Equipment			

modernfarmequipment.com

Ziegler CAT				zieglercat.com

Silver

Central Minnesota Credit Union		

mycmcu.org

Hubbard Feeds Inc.			

hubbardfeeds.com

Minnesota Dairy Initiative			

mn-dairy-initiative.org

United FCS				unitedfcs.com
Vita Plus Corporation			

vitaplus.com

Bronze
Ag Tech Drainage		

agtechdrainage.com

Burnett Dairy Co-op		

burnettdairy.com

AgCountry Farm Credit Services

agcountry.com

Byron Seeds, LLC		

bestforage.com

Agri-King			

agriking.com

Carlson Wholesale, Inc.		

carlsonwholesale.net

agrocheminc.com

CBM Lighting		

cbm-lighting-mfg.com

agventurefeeds.com

Centra Sota Cooperative		

centrasota.com

American Agco Trading Company

americanagco.com

chemstarworks.com/dealers/champion-milking-systems

Anderson Veterinary Service

andersonveterinaryservice.com

Champion Milking Systems, LLC/
Champion Ag Electric, LLC

Anez Consulting Inc.		

anezconsulting.com

AgroChem, Inc.		
AgVenture Feed & Seed, Inc.

Arnzen Construction/St. Rosa Lumber strosalumber.com
Blue Horizon Energy		

bluehorizonsolar.com/index.php

Boehringer Ingelheim		

boehringer-ingelheim.com/products/animal_health.html

Boss Supply Inc.		

bosssupplyinc.com

Dairyland Equipment of Menahga, Inc.		
Deluxe Feeds Inc.		

deluxefeeds.com

Doda Usa, Inc		

dodausa.com

Eurofins DQCI		

eurofinsus.com

Famo Feeds, Inc.		

famofeeds.com

Bronze continued from previous page
Minnesota DHIA		

mndhia.org

Munson Lakes Nutrition, LLC

munsonlakes.com

Nelson Dairy Consultants, Inc.

nelsondairyconsultants.com

Northland Farm Systems		

northlandfarmsystems.com

Organic Valley		

organicvalley.coop

Phibro Animal Health Corporation

pahc.com

Pluto Legal, PLLC		

plutolegal.com

Poly Dome/Poly Tank, Inc.

polydome.com

RDO Equipment Inc.		

rdoequipment.com

Schaefer Ventilation Equipment

schaeferfan.com

Stearns Bank N.A.		

stearnsbank.com

Farm First Dairy Cooperative

farmfirstdairycooperative.com

Farmers Union Ind., LLC | Artex Mfg.

artexmfg.com

Farm-Rite Equipment, Inc.

farmriteequip.com

FeedWorks USA, LTD		

feedworksusa.com

Foresight Bank - Plainview

foresightbank.com

Form-A-Feed, Inc.		

formafeed.com

Genex (CRI)			

genexfarmsystems.com

Gilman Coop Creamery		

gilmancreamery.com

Gold Country Seed		

goldcountryseed.com

Hanson Silo Company		

hansonsilo.com

Investors Community Bank

investorscommunitybank.com

Leedstone, Inc.		

leedstone.com

MEDA / Chem-STAR		

chemstarworks.com

Merial, Ltd.			

merial.com

Midwest Livestock Systems, Inc.

midwestlivestock.com

Minnesota Beef Council		

mnbeef.org

Wieser Concrete		

A & C Farm Service, Inc.		

acfarmservice.com

Greenwald Farm Center		

greenwaldfarmcenter.com

Advanced Comfort Technology, Inc |
DCC Waterbeds

advancedcomforttechnology.com

Greenwell Realty/ Design Solutions

greenwellrealty.com

Ag Partners Coop		

agpartners.net

Ag Tech Security		

agtechsecurity.com

AgriBank			

agribank.com

Stray Voltage Consulting		
Summit Glove		

summitglove.com

United Farmers Coop		

ufcmn.com

Unity Bank			ubmn.unitybanking.com
wieserconcrete.com

Zoetis			zoetis.com

Friends

Albany Roller Mills		
Alexandria Technical		
Community College

alextech.edu/farmbusiness

ANIMART, Inc.		

animart.com

B & R Dairy Equipment, Inc.

brdairyeq.com

Big Gain, Inc.		

biggain.com

Blue Hilltop Inc.		

bluehilltop.com

Bohmer Agency, Inc.		
Bonanza Valley State Bank

bvsb.net

Bremer Bank - St. Cloud		

bremer.com

Center National Bank		

centernationalbank.com

Central Lakes College FBM

clcmn.edu/ag-energy-center/farm-business-management

Central Livestock - CRI		
CoBank, ACB		

Grundman Hoof Trimming, Inc.		
HJBaker			hjbaker.com
Hobert Sales, Inc.		
Hongerholt Consulting Services		
K & R Equipment		

krequipment.com

Komro Sales & Service		

komrosales.com

Kraemer Lumber Co.		
Kreofsky Building Supplies

kbscompanies.com

Lake Henry Implement		

lakehenryimplement.com

Lewiston Vet Clinic		

lewistonvet.com

Meyer Manufacturing Corp		
Mille Lacs Veterinary Clinic, P.A.

millelacsvet.com

Miller Sellner Implement

millersellner.com

Minnesota Ag Group, Inc.		
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council

agrigrowth.org

Minnesota Bio-Fuels Assocation

mnbiofuels.org

cla.crinet.com

Minnesota National Bank

fnbsauk.com

cobank.com

MN Ag Water Resource Center

mawrc.org

Cottington Foods		

New Ulm Regional Veterinary Center

D & D Ag Supply and Construction		

Nicollet Veterinary Clinic		

Dairy Nutrition Plus (SoyPLUS/SoyChlor) dairynutritionplus.com

Omann Insurance Agency		

Dairy Star LLC		

Paul G. Christ		

dairystar.com

Dan Flicker		

Peoples State Bank		

peoplesstatebank.com

Dana Foods			danafoods.com

PowerLift Hydraulic Doors

powerliftdoors.com

David Broll		

Pro-Ag Farmers Co-Op		

proagfarmers.com

David Weinand		

State Bank of Chandler		

Dennis & Judy Ritter		

Steven Krikava		

Farmers & Merchants State Bank of Pierz		

Steve’s Hoof Trimming, Inc.

Federated Co-ops, Inc		

Swanville Coop Creamery		

federatedcoops.com

steveshooftrimming.com

First Farmers & Merchants National Bank		

Tiry Engineering Inc.		

TiryEngineering.com

First National Bank of Henning		

Udder Tech, Inc.		

uddertechinc.com

Freeport State Bank		

VanderKooi Farm Management		

freeportstatebank.com

Freeport Veterinary Service		

Whitcomb Brothers Grain Systems, Inc.		

Minnesota Milk Staff Members
Lucas Sjostrom

Lucas Sjostrom
Executive Director

As the new executive director of Minnesota Milk, Lucas Sjostrom is continuing what he’s done
since leaving college – working for dairy farmers. Lucas earned his bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in animal science from the University of Minnesota, and worked in government relations
for the Holstein Association, then wrote for Hoard’s Dairyman and Dairy Herd Management. He
helped his wife, Alise, launch Redhead Creamery at her home farm near Brooten, where they raise
two children, and they spend their spare time giving farm tours, enjoying new restaurants and
food, and often milking cows with the family or employees. “Our parlor is one of the best places in
the world for conversation,” he says.

Jenna Davis

Jenna Davis

Education Director

Jenna Davis lives near Cokato with her husband, Brad, and their son, Owen. Having grown up on
a southwest Minnesota hog and crop farm, Jenna met Brad while studying animal science at the
University of Minnesota and they returned to Brad’s family dairy after marrying. Jenna worked
in animal nutrition for five years before joining Minnesota Milk, where she now does producer
education and event coordination. She enjoys attending local farm events, county and state fairs,
and spending time with her family or reading a good mystery. Summer will bring the arrival of
Jenna and Brad’s second child!

Alyssa Olson

Alyssa Olson

Events & Projects Director

Alyssa Olson joined Minnesota Milk as program assistant in November and is now a program
manager. She grew up working in family businesses including a greenhouse and landscape center,
and earned her degree in environmental science from St. Cloud State. With agriculture as a
passion, she most recently worked in the poultry unit at the Cargill Research Farm and spent time
milking in their dairy unit. With a hobby farm as her home with her husband in Big Lake, Alyssa
takes care of cats, dogs, chickens and ducks, but also loves to volunteer, read, garden, cook and
spend time with family and friends. She’s been getting malts at the Dairy Goodness Bar at the
Minnesota State Fair every year!

Shannon Seifert

Shannon Seifert
Membership Director

Born and raised on a dairy in Sleepy Eye, Shannon was an owner/operator of a dairy for 10 years
before becoming a nutritionist with River Region Cooperative in Sleepy Eye and then a milk quality
consultant at B & R Dairy of Winthrop. Her path to Minnesota Milk also included graduating from
South Dakota State University in dairy production with a minor in agricultural business. Shannon
loves visiting farms, which makes her job as program manager, focusing on membership, a great
fit. She finds it rewarding to visit with dairy farmers about their challenges and is a problem solver
by nature. She lives in New Ulm and loves gardening, running, hiking and biking, plus spending
time with her nieces, nephew and goddaughters.

Brittney Arnold
Brittney Arnold joined Minnesota Milk as program assistant after working for Thomson Reuters,
Westlaw Strategy Team in the Twin Cities. Originally from Shakopee, her roots include farmland
owned by her father’s family, and she now lives in Elk River. Brittney’s education includes a
bachelor’s degree in marketing from the College of Saint Scholastica, but she’s been a Gopher
football season ticket holder for 25 years! She also loves golf, Harry Potter, Halloween, music and
the All-You-Can-Drink Milk Stand at the Minnesota State Fair.

Brittney Arnold
Program Assistant

GET ENGAGED!

Be a June Dairy
Month Champion!
Spring keeps taking one step
forward and two steps back, but
despite that, June Dairy Month will
arrive on schedule. As you hold
on-farm events or celebrate dairy
in your community, please consider
adding Dairy 3 for Me to your
promotion, and join us to celebrate
World Milk Day June 1.
• Check out the Dairy 3 for Me
toolkit at MidwestDairy.com/
ResourceCenter/Toolkits. You’ll
find ideas and materials to use
at your events.
• Free promotion resources
are available from Midwest
Dairy’s Producer Service Center,
which you can also find at
MidwestDairy.com/For Farmers
or you may call 1-866-360-FARM
(3276). New at the Center are
cow headbands!
• Midwest Dairy has also set up
an easy way for you to order
“I ♥ Milk” t-shirts. Follow
this link: https://www.
midwestdairy.com/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/I-Heart-MilkT-Shirt-Order-Form.pdf.
• On World Milk Day June 1, raise
a glass on social media and use
the hashtag #WorldMilkDay.
Join thousands who show their
pride in dairy.

Minnesota Milk Producers Association
108 Marty Drive, Suite 2 l Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 355-9697 l mmpa@MnMilk.org
MnMilk.org
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Summer Escape: Join Us for Fun at the Saints Game!
When:

June 22, 5:30 p.m. picnic (game at 7:05)

Where:

CHS Field, Downtown St. Paul

What:

A fun evening with dairy farmers and
industry leaders

Cost:

$40 for members, $60 for non-members

How to sign up:
A hotel block has been reserved at the Embassy Suites – St.
Paul Downtown. Overnight parking is available for $10 and bus
transportation is available from the hotel to the ballpark. Call
651-224-5400 and mention the group code “MDD” to reserve a
room for $149 plus tax.
We have a limited number of tickets, so sign up today by visiting
MnMilk.org/Education/SummerEscape. Please note members
must sign into their member profile to receive the $40 ticket
rate. The Minnesota Milk office can assist those who need their
username and password.

Saints games take place at the beautiful
CHS Field in downtown St. Paul.

