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Minnesota Milk

Annual Meeting
When:
Wednesday, December 8, 2021
12:00 p.m.
Where:
The Park Event Center
500 Division St.
Waite Park, MN 56387
Agenda:
• Annual Business Meeting
• Awards Luncheon
• Guest Speaker
• Reception
RSVP:

Tell us you are attending by December 1.
Scan the QR code below or visit MnMilk.org
to RSVP.

Scan QR code to RSVP

FMMOs: We’re all somewhere different
By Lucas Sjostrom, Minnesota Milk Executive Director
As I write this in Mid-October, we’ve spent the last two Thursday’s meeting with
our Minnesota Milk board of directors and then Policy Committee. Next up we’ll
be with our Education Committee, and I am sure we will hear more of the same –
here’s what I went through this year, I made the best of it, but more hurdles
are ahead.

Minnesota Milk’s 2020-2021
Board of Directors

The theme this year was “let’s get through it to farm another year” whether you
were dry early, dry late, or trying to combine corn through duck ponds in October.

Front (L to R):
Dave Buck, Sadie Frericks,
Shelly DePestel, Bob Dombeck.

Federal Orders are our opportunity to unite

Back (L to R):
Aaron Vogt, Ron Miller, Garrett Luthens,
Rick Smith.
All Directors and their contact
information are published at
MnMilk.org.

That story is similar for our work on Federal Milk Marketing Orders. I went into
detail on whey we were exploring FMMO reform and the need for education in our
previous issue. This spring, we introduced our “Class III Plus proposal” – essentially
it would tie the Federal Milk Marketing Order minimum price to cheese, instead of
fluid milk, along with removing advance pricing.
Separately and apolitically, our five-state (Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, South
Dakota and Wisconsin) FMMO Task Force has worked on different iterations since
and we’ll be unveiling more of our findings this fall. But we are united on a few
things after meeting every-other week all summer:
A. Better price discovery is better for everyone.
• Prices too high means we could have sold more product
• Prices too low means we left money on the table
Thus, closer-to-perfect price discovery allows the maximum value of milk
to be sold.
B. The FMMO system has definite benefits for dairy farmers.
Dr. Marin Bozic has provided our FMMO Task Force with some food for thought as
we consider proposing changes to Federal Orders:

Minnesota Milk Producers Association
MnMilk.org (877) 577- 0741
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Lucas Sjostrom
Executive Director
lucas@mnmilk.org
Shannon Watrin
Membership Director
shannon@mnmilk.org
Jenna Davis
Education Director
jenna@mnmilk.org

1. How does the milk pricing system in the U.S. seek to establish a fair
relationship between milk buyers and dairy producers?
1) FMMOs are administered in such way to favor dairy cooperatives, owned
by dairy producers. In theory, this gives more negotiating power to dairy
producers.
2) Large retailers cannot negotiate a low milk price with most efficient dairy
producers, because they must pay a regulated minimum Class I price to the
FMMO revenue pool.
3) FMMOs use end-product pricing. This, in theory, results in milk price that
captures a fair share of market value of dairy products.
2. What are main benefits of milk pricing regulation in the U.S., from
producer perspective?
There are five main benefits, as perceived by dairy producers:
1) Independent verification of milk quality. All privately owned processors
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participating in the FMMOs must submit milk samples to
independent laboratories for verification of butterfat and
protein tests (percentages) in milk, and somatic cell count.
2) Timely payments for milk. All processors participating in
the FMMOs must pay dairy producers two times per month.
3) Producers have secure access to market. Because FMMOs
favor dairy cooperatives, and because dairy cooperatives
have a broader business mission than just maximization of
profit, smaller dairy producers who are members of a dairy
cooperative can reasonably expect that they will not lose
market access.
4) Producers receive a fair share of market value of dairy
products. Processors who participate in FMMOs and make
bulk dairy commodities pay a large share of proceeds from
sale of commodity dairy products to dairy producers. In
contrast, processors who make high-value, differentiated
dairy products (such as specialty cheeses, novel dry dairy
ingredient products, etc.), and thus bear a higher risk, may
keep all the revenue in excess of commodity value of milk.
5) Producers can establish risk management programs.
U.S. Department of Agriculture publishes a set of dairy
commodity prices and class milk prices every month. As
such, vibrant futures market has developed over 25 years,
and dairy producers have a number of choices to manage
their milk revenue risk.

Be sure to cast your
ballots this year
This year, we have three board positions open.
With the success of last year’s mailed balloting
process, the board chose to conduct voting
via mail going forward due to the additional
member participation. Elections will be
confirmed at our one-day annual meeting will
be held in person at The Park Event Center in
Waite Park, on December 8th, 2021, at noon.
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Back to Class III Plus – one component is that the five associations
represented primarily represent cheese states. It actually has
nothing to do with cheese or Class III, it is just that the Class III
price is the most reactive to market conditions. Cheese plants are
full or made to be full 24/7. So, if more capacity is made, extra
sales drive the prices up – or if there’s a slowdown in sales would
drive the price way down.

Vote for
Minnesota Milk’s
Board of Directors
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Meanwhile, fluid is an on-order basis. Class IV products are made
with extra capacity – so orders come out of storage or ramping up
capacity already existing first. And, of course, Class II is unique on
its own – but generally has similar demand to Class I.
But if we first agree that Federal Orders have benefits we need to
preserve, then what are the problems? And how do we address
them? That’s what Minnesota Milk is working toward. More
next time…
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First ballot was due November 5. Second ballot
will be mailed the week of November 15, and be
due November 30.
Lucas Sjostrom, Minnesota Milk Executive Director
lucas@mnmilk.org | (320) 249-8701
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JOIN
US

Bryan B.
Lake Wilson, MN

Whether it’s in your community or at the Capitol,
the Minnesota Corn Growers Association is the
essential advocate for corn farmers.

We’re stronger with you.
mncorn.org

@mncorn

‘Minnesota Corn’

‘Minnesota Corn’
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Melrose to Madison: Bus trip to World Dairy Expo
A small group of dairy farmers and Minnesota Milk staff
visited World Dairy Expo this past September during a threeday and two-night excursion. The group first visited Jon-De
Farm in Baldwin, Wisconsin. At the farm, participants focused
on learning more about Jon-De’s manure management
systems and their future plans to work with Nature Energy.
Participants explored how the new approach to creating more
value from manure will benefit the farm economically and
through a regulatory lens. Furthermore, participants walked
through a still-under-construction calf barn.
Day two of the trip brought members to World Dairy Expo.
Attendees had the entire day to take in all of World Dairy
Expo including: visiting the tradeshow, connecting with
friends across the country, and watching the cow shows on
the colored shavings.

also surprised the Johnson Family as this year’s Minnesota Milk
Producer of the Year (Read more on page 8).
Overall, participants enjoyed the experience. Next year’s trip
is planned October 6-8 as World Dairy Expo shifts to a Friday
evening. We hope to continue offering additional educational
trips like this in the future. Do you have suggestions? Let us know
at mmpa@mnmilk.org.
Construction didn’t deter participants
from viewing the new calf barn.

The final day, the group departed Madison and visited
Johnson’s Rolling Acres, Peterson, Minnesota. The group
learned first hand how the Johnson family built opportunities
for future generations to find their place in the family’s
farm. Additionally, the tour focused on cow comfort by
innovations within their freestall barns. As a bonus, the group

E X P E RT S I N E V E RY F I E L D

A cooperative providing customized
financing and financial services for
farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses:
•
•
•
•

The group enjoyed surprising Johnson’s Rolling Acres
as this year’s Producer of the Year.

Farm & Agribusiness Loans
Insurance (MPCI, Hail, DRP)
Succession & Retirement Planning
Farm Accounting & Tax Planning

AgCountry.com
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2021 Producer of the Year Award — Johnson’s Rolling Acres
Johnson’s Rolling Acres of Peterson, Minnesota,
was named 2021 Producer of the Year by the
Minnesota Milk Producers Association during a
tour organized by Minnesota Milk. The honor will
be formally bestowed during a Minnesota Milk’s
annual meeting on December 8.
Johnson’s Rolling Acres is multigenerational
family farm operated and owned by a total of six
partners; senior partners include: Mark, Bradley
and Richard Johnson and junior partners: Trinity,
Lee and Zac Johnson. The diversified farm, which
started in 1979, milks 1200 cows, finishes 10,000
pigs per year, and is supported by over 3,000 acres
of crop land.
“The family’s commitment to future generations
is clear” says Minnesota Milk executive director
Lucas Sjostrom. “Their foresight and detailed
planning creates a set of clear expectations
for future generations and their practical
conservation practices ensures their farm will
prosper for years to come.”
“We strive to produce the best quality milk and
crops possible,” says Trinity Johnson, “We’ve
always invested in things that will be most
beneficial to our livestock.”
Community involvement is important to the
family. Members of the farm participate in a wide
variety of organizations and boards including:
Norway Township Board, Fillmore County
ADA, Fillmore County’s Planning and Zoning
Commission, Ag Partners, Rushford-Peterson
Chamber of Commerce and more. Additionally,
the farm’s open-door policy gives the community
an opportunity to see how the Johnson’s care for
their cows and crops.
The Producer of the Year is an annual award
to Minnesota dairy farms that represent all
Minnesota dairy farmers through leadership
roles within the industry, display commitment to
future generations and active within their local
community. Producer of the Year recipients receive
a scholarship toward educational programming as
well as a framed art print.

6

November 2021

|

Minnesota Milk Newsletter & Annual Report

Johnson family (L to R): Ellen, Gerald, Cindy, Mark, Kari, Brad,
Pam, Richard, Emily, Trinity, Meredith, Lee, Serena, Zach.

2021 Producer of the Year

Johnson’s Rolling Acres

Trinity and Mark Johnson are surprised by staff member
Shannon Watrin as this year’s Producer of the Year.

insider
2021 Bruce Cottington Award — Ruth Klossner
The Minnesota Milk Producers Association named
Ruth Klossner the 2021 recipient of the Bruce
Cottington Friend of Dairy award. Klossner was
surprised during the Minnesota State Fair 4-H
Dairy show this past August and will be formally
recognized during Minnesota Milk’s Annual Meeting
on December 8th.
Klossner is best known for her love of dairy and
sharing her enthusiasm with youth active in the
dairy industry. She’s the familiar face behind the
camera during the Minnesota State Fair, where’ she’s
provided nearly 40 years of capturing the photos of
4-H participants. Her zest for giving back to dairy
youth stems from her own experience participating
in 4-H in Nicollet county.
Ruth has worked as a county extension agent, and
editor for Ledger Publishing, and currently a writer
for River Valley Women magazine and Dairy Star.
Besides 4-H, Ruth provides leadership to a number
of organizations including: Nicollet County Holstein
Association, Nicolette County Fair Board, Nicollet
Public School, Lion’s Club, New Ulm Farm-City Hub
Club, Connecting with Nicollet County, Nicollet
American Legion Auxiliary and her church. She often
shares her skills of writing and photography within
those organizations.
The Bruce Cottington Friend of Dairy award
recognizes individuals who foster the ideals and
goals of Minnesota Milk through their own personal
efforts. These leaders display leadership and
community involvement throughout Minnesota’s
dairy industry.

The Minnesota 4-H Dairy show was the perfect backdrop to
recognize the 2021 Bruce Cottington Recipient, Ruth Klossner.
At right, board member Sadie Frericks congratulated Klossner.

2021 Bruce Cottington Award
Ruth Klossner

Instrumental to the day was Minnesota Milk member Jean Annexstad
who helped facilitate the recognition of Klossner.

Legislator of the Year
Our 2021 Legislator of the Year
will be named soon. Watch
Minnesota Milk’s Facebook
page for the latest and
celebrate this recipient at the
Annual meeting.
Minnesota Milk Newsletter & Annual Report
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SUSTAINING IS
MORE THAN MAINTAINING.

LET’S NAVIGATE THE DAIRY ENVIRONMENT, TOGETHER.
You’ve got a lot to manage and Compeer Financial® can help. Our focus on exceptional client experience
is at the heart of everything we do. Our team has the data and market insights to help move your dairy
business down a smart, sustainable path. We offer a holistic, time-saving approach to your dairy financing,
so you can stay focused on what matters most — the future of your business.
See why our clients trust us to make their goals possible.

COMPEER.COM/DAIRY
(844) 426-6733 | #CHAMPIONRURAL

Cassie Monger

Dairy Lending Specialist
(320) 345-1861
Cassie.Monger@compeer.com

Jon Zander

Sr. Dairy Lending Specialist
(608) 606-1213
Jonathan.Zander@compeer.com

Compeer Financial can provide assistance with financing and operations based on historical data and industry expertise. Compeer Financial does not provide legal advice
or certified financial planning. Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender and Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer. © 2021 All rights reserved.

Congratulations 2021 Minnesota Milk Scholarship Winners!
Jack Achen

Parents: Craig & Cindy Achen
Hometown: Little Falls
University of South Dakota
Business

Brooke Aschenbrenner

Parents: Randy & Nicole Aschenbrenner
Hometown: New Ulm
South Dakota State University
Agricultural Education, Communication
& Leadership
Minor: Precision Agricutlure

Dane Haubenschild

Parents: Bryan & Jill Habenschild
Hometown: Princeton
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Animal Science & Agricultural & Food
Business Management

Natalie Jensen

Parents: Lisa & Jeremy Jensen
Hometown: Iron
University of Minnesota – Crookston
Animal Science and Equine Science

Maverick Beckmann

Shelby Krebs

South Dakota State University
Mechanical Engineering
Minor: Agricultural Engineering

University of Minnesota – Crookston
Animal Science, Vetrinary Medicine,
& Agriculture Business

Luke Borst

Kiley Lickfelt

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Agriculture Communication &
Marketing

University of Wisconsin – River Falls
Dairy Science
Minor: Agricultural Business

Caden Carlson

Kate Meyer

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Agronomy Minor: Dairy Science &
Precision Agriculture

University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Agricultural Communication &
Marketing

Parents: David & Jodi Beckmann
Hometown: Slayton

Parents: Matt & Julie Borst
Hometown: Rochester

Parents: Chad & Kindra Carlson
Hometown: Pennock

Cael Carlson

Parents: Chad & Kindra Carlson
Hometown: Pennock
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Animal Science & Agriculture
Business Management

Parents: Donald & Marsha Krebs
Hometown: Litte Falls

Parents: Trudy Lickfelt
Hometown: Hutchinson

Parents: John & Connie Meyer
Hometown: Rollingstone

Valerie Sauder

Parents: Stan & Amy Sauder
Hometown: Pine Island
University of Minnesota – Twin Cities
Agriculture Communications & Marketing,
Minors: Animal Science, Agricultural &
Food Business Management
Quarterly Newsletter for Members of Minnesota Milk
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2021 Minnesota Milk Cup held July 14th and August 11th
Producers Association

The fourth annual Minnesota Milk Cup golf
scramble was held at Mount Frontenac
Golf Course, Frontenac, and The Lynx Golf
Club, Sauk Centre, this past summer. Two
locations means double the fun and double
the opportunity for dairy friends to connect.
Despite a rain delay for the Frontenac
scramble, twelve teams weathered the
elements and played in the rain. Winning
the Frontenac event for the second year
in a row, was the team of: Kurt Rame, Will
Sampson, Bob Rehbein and Mike Nelson.
Additionally, 2020 Bruce Cottington recipient
Tom Anderson was recognized during the
evening’s dinner activity.
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The weather fared much nicer at the Sauk
Centre event with thirteen teams hitting
the greens. Claiming the Minnesota Milk
Cup for a second year in a row were: David
Schirmers, Tim Schirmers, Jaimie Alderman
and Loren Beste.
Both tournaments couldn’t be possible
without our generous supporters. Sponsors
had the opportunity to host games at their
hole or send a team to participate in the
events festivities. We fully appreciate the
commitment our sponsors share. Thank you!
Look for future dates and locations for next
year’s Minnesota Milk Cup in the spring.

1. Teeing off.
2. Sunken puts deserve knucks.
3. Winning the Sauk Centre Tournament
were Loren Beste, David Schirmers, Tim
Schirmers, and Jaimie Alderman.
4. Minnesota Select Sires team posed with
their sponsor sing on the 7th hole.
5. Repeating their title for a second year
was the team of Kurt Rame, Will Sampson,
Bob Rehbein, and Mike Nelson.
6. Celebrating a well played hole.
7. Concentration at it’s finest.
8. Rain in Frontenac didn’t stop our sponsors
from conversing with the attendees.
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Minnesota Milk Cup Sponsors

Thank you to all our sponsors.
Both events turned out wonderfully because of you.
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Minnesota Milk Producers Association
2015 Rice Street | St. Paul, MN 55113
(763) 355-9697 | mmpa@MnMilk.org
MnMilk.org

Inside this Issue
• FMMO Reform
• Scholarship Winners
• Producer of the Year
• Bruce Cottington Recipient

Upcoming Calendar
Monday, November 15

Second round of ballots due
Friday, December 3

Resolutions due by noon to
Lucas@MnMilk.org
Tuesday, December 7

MMPA Scholarship Auction closes
at noon
Hosted by Jeff Martin Auctioneers. Watch for the
bidding link in late November. Proceeds support
Minnesota Milk’s Scholarship Program.

Wednesday, December 8

Annual Business Meeting
The Park Event Center, Waite Park, Noon

